THE POLICE                     237
grades. Men are not allowed to make Inquiries and do other work for which they are not qualified. They are being better trained in all grades of the force ; and the supervision and control are more effective.
It is true that the police are still sometimes harsh and even oppressive towards the people. So they always will be unless they are kept under control. The low-class Oriental official is a miserable tyrant: there are other places besides the East where this is the casea The Report which led to Peel's reforms is somewhat appalling reading; and there are places In Europe still where the police are worse than they are in many parts of India. Wherever authority, in the hands of low-class uneducated men, is unrestrained,, It is abused. The only safety lies in supervision and control. But it is only those acquainted with the working of the police in the Interior who understand what efforts are made to prevent abuse, how severely harshness and oppression are generally dealt with, and how immensely the police have improved of late years. Torture Is a thing practically unknown, and is dealt with In the severest manner when It Is discovered; and In respect to their treatment of the people generally the Indian Police are being trained on the lines laid down for the police force at home. The training schools and the constant instruction of their superior officers have effected a great change In the character of Indian constables.
Most of the denunciation of the work of the police that one now hears is based on the traditions of the days of their most defective work, on the too ready acceptance of tales invented by the criminal classes to cast discredit on police witnesses, and on complete ignorance of the present conditions of the force and of the rules under which inquiries are now conducted and supervised by officers of high character and sound training. The force Is not Immaculate : it Is Indian and therefore human; but there are no well-wishers of India and Its peoples who are more anxious to correct error and prevent abuse than the Magistrates of Districts and the responsible police officers